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If we acknowledge that our agency comes from accepting that the current ontological framework 
cannot be questioned, then possibly we will be able to find new avenues to manifest counter-
hegemonic spaces by acknowledging this position. As Hito Steryel states “Freedom Consists in 
accepting that authority should not be questioned” (Raunig, 2009). Alternatively, we may have 
never believed or accepted freedom so therefore the spaces looking to formulate counter-
hegemonies outside are valid insomuch that they were never part of the structure in the first 
place.  
 
I am considering that this attempt to reclaim learning or arts education is not because the sector 
is in crisis but there is an issue of distribution hence the re-emergence of so many alternatives. 
The art school is no longer the space to support art production, as it is not able to truly evolve 
due to neoliberal constraints.  
 
 
Vasileios SYMEONIDIS 
University of Innsbruck, Innsbruck, Austria  
vasileios.symeonidis@uibk.ac.at 
 
Moving from Global Policies to Local Practices: A Critical Study of Teacher 
Education Discourse in Europe 
In a global context of increasing standardisation and commodification of learning, national 
education systems are driven or almost haunted by the results of international assessment 
programmes (i.e. PISA, TALIS, TIMSS) and the education discourse of transnational agencies 
(i.e. EU, OECD, World Bank, UNESCO). This form of global governance creates several 
challenges particularly in the field of teacher education. Current research shows that education 
policy in Europe is moving towards a common standardised approach on teacher education, with 
discussions focusing on common principles underlying teacher competences and mechanisms of 
external and internal evaluation of teaching (Vidovic and Domovic, 2013). The aim of this 
presentation is to discuss international and European policies on teacher education from a critical 
perspective, seeking to understand the growing international interest on teachers and teacher 
education. A critical perspective is adopted to identify the reasons behind the development of a 
common European dimension on teacher education, taking into account current trends, such as 
globalisation and the neoliberal approach to education.  
 
Specifically, critical discourse analysis is employed to analyse policy documents and reports of 
international organisations, such as the EU’s Education and Training 2020 Strategy, the 
Common European Principles for Teacher Competences and Qualifications, the OECD’s 
Teaching Excellence through Professional Learning and Policy Reform, and other documents. 
To make a critical reading of these documents, different dimensions of the teaching profession 
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are considered, including identity, knowledge, multiculturalism, and professionalism (Schratz, 
2014). Using a multi-dimensional framework of analysis will help us to map the different 
perspectives of transnational agencies, identifying connections and discrepancies related to their 
teacher education discourse. It will also help to identify neoliberal and neo-conservative 
influences and will improve our understanding about potential implications of this global 
discourse on educational practice. Finally, this presentation intends to outline the prospects of 
developing critical and transformative teacher education policies and practices, ‘pursuing critical 
teaching in conservative times’ (Down and Smith, 2012, p.1). 
 
 
Lisa TAYLOR  
University of East London, London, England 
lisa_74@aol.co.uk 
Bethany McCARTHY 

University of East London, London, England 
bethanycmccarthy@hotmail.co.uk 
 

Education for Social Profit or Justice? 

Political affiliations, education and the mainstream media will be examined in regards to the idea 
of subliminal social programming of political and cultural beliefs by State Governments. 
Differing ideologies practiced by governing States can lead to huge disparities in the social 
entitlements experienced by their people. Here the contrast in the pedagogical system 
implemented from a socialist perspective will be compared to the neoliberal ideology of 
education. The promotion of social justice through schooling of a communist government, in this 
case Cuba, will be examined in contrast to the neoliberal propensity towards profit and markets 
in English education. The capitalist ideology has encroached more deeply into the English 
teaching system than ever before, where the commodification of schooling sees that decisions are 
constantly being made in favour of quasi-privatisation and economic benefit (Walford, 2013): 
what Rikowski (2007, cited in Maisuria, 2013, p. 65) calls the ‘b usinessification’ of education. 
Alternatively, Cuban educational programs are viewed as a component of ‘‘human rights’’ and 
demonstrate that social justice exists in Cuba (Cruz, 2015). Edwards and Canaan (2015, p. 73) 
discuss how ‘‘grassroots initiatives’’ and ‘‘autonomous collectives’’ (such as in Cuba) are 
considered by many neoliberals in England to be a dangerous form of education rather than a fair 
one. Looking at the educational and social attainment of a third world country in comparison to 
the sixth richest economy in the world suggests that money is not the issue; choice is. 
Governments decide which ideological philosophy and practice best serves their people (or if 
neoliberal, themselves). 
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18.00-18.30 
This Fist Called My Heart 
Peter McLaren 
18.30-19.00 
Pedagogy of Insurrection 
Peter McLaren 

20.00 The Quad 
Conference Dinner 

SATURDAY, 13/08/2016 
 
10.30-12.00   
Parallel Session 4 

CG04 
10.30-11.00 
Opinions of Pakistani University Teachers about Basic 
Principles and Academic Worth of Critical Pedagogy in 
Pakistani Context 
Muhammad Ayub Buzdar, Riaz Ul Haq Tariq (in abs.) 
11.00-11.30 
Aid Policies Carried Out in Schools for Children With 
Low Socio-Economic Backgrounds: An Analysis 
Regarding the Issue of Educational Resource 
Distribution Issue 
Gülay Aslan 
11.30-12.00 
To Develop Social Awareness for Student Teachers 
Zahava Barkani 

CG06 
10.30-11.00 
The Evaluation of Elective Course Practices in the 
Turkish National Education System 
Riza Başaran 
11.00-11.30 
Becoming a Different Teacher through the 
Implementation of Differentiated Instruction in Mixed 
Ability Classrooms 
Flora Panagiotou, Helen Phtiaka 
11.30-12.00 
Visual Culture and Critical Pedagogy: From Theory to 
Practice 
Ya'ara Gil-Glazer 

CG13 
10.30-11.00 
Developing Early Citizenship Education Using Child-
Initiated Pedagogies  
Leif Rosqvist 
11.00-11.30 
Τhe Tormented Battlefield of the War Between Status 
Quo and Human Being. Which Side is the School on? 
Georgia Giallou 
 
 

11.30-12.00 
Discourses of Citizenship in Turkish and American 
Middle School Textbooks: A Critical Analysis  
Cennet Engin-Demir, Dürdane Lafci-Tor (in abs.),  
Halilhan Aktaş (in abs.) 

CG15 
10.30-11.00 
Moving from Global Policies to Local Practices: A 
Critical Study of Teacher Education Discourse in 
Europe 
Vasileios Symeonidis 
11.00-11.30 
Teachers’ Employment and Problems in Turkey 
Mehmet Toğan 
11.30-12.00 
The Effect of an Instructional Practice Based on 
Metacognition Upon Science Teacher Trainees’ Critical 
Thinking and Metacognitive Awareness 
Burcu Duman, Çetin Semerci (in abs.)  

CG16 
10.30-11.00 
What Does it Mean to Be Critical? 
Lotar Rasinki 
11.00-11.30 
Utopia and Praxis of a Critical Teacher 
Elina Sarkela, Juha Suoranta 
11.30-12.00 
The Precarious Existence for the Contemporary Secular 
Feminist in the Public University  
Vicki Macris  

CG48 
10.30-11.00 
From Dialogue to Governance… A Critical Analysis of 
the School Completion Programme in the Republic of 
Ireland from 2002 to 2016 
Declan McKenna 
11.00-11.30 
An Investigation of Students’ Perceptions about 
Democratic School Climate and Sense of Community in 
School 
Memet Karakuş 
11.30-12.00 
Commercialisation and Islamisation of Primary School 
Education in Turkey: Damages Done to School Culture 
Onur Ekinci 

C218 
10.30-11.00 
Team Northern and the Community of Praxis 
Emily King 
11.00-11.30 
Reform and/or Revolution: A Discussion Between 
University of East London Undergraduate Students 
Khuluud Ali, Jonathan Lofulo, Panagiotis Pertou 
 




