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alternative proposals for HE and its future, often in opposition and direct conflict with 
mainstream and powerful agents, such as HEIs‘ own managing committees, policy makers and 
the markets.  
 
 
Tamás TÓTH 
University of Lower Silesia, Wroclaw, Poland 
tamas.toth@dsw.edu.pl 
 

Pedagogy of the Spectacle 
The main thrust of critical pedagogy was always inscribed in its normative attempt to unmask 
and demystify something that could count as Real through the critique of ideology. This 
endeavour also oriented the central philosophical attempts of critical education towards 
constructing a solid distinction between essence and appearance, reality and ideology which 
manifested in the Marxist critique of the base- and superstructure dichotomy. But while being 
critical with postmodern concepts of the prevailing, isn‘t there something useful, that critical 
pedagogy can learn for instance from the postmodern and post-Marxian attempts in 
reformulating the concept of ideology?  
 
Is capitalist reality really hidden by ideological processes? Does ideology only refer to ideas or 
can ideology also function through the material reality? Do we have to throw the rose-tinted 
glasses off to see the disaster of capitalism or do we have to put new glasses on? Is Marx's 
understanding of ideology still appropriate as it is summed up in the Capital: ―They do 
not know it, but they are doing it‖ - ―Die wissen das nicht, abersietunes‖ (Marx, 1867, p. 72), or 
should we consider Žižek‘s understanding of how ideology works in postmodern capitalism - 
They know it, but they do it anyway! Does ideology criticism mean the consideration that what 
we knew was tolerable, is unbearable in the last instance; or is it, that what we know is 
unbearable in the last instance, is still tolerable?  
 
I think these questions are of utmost importance for critical pedagogy if it wants to retain its 
critical thrust via the critique of ideology. Through the examples of Plato‘s Cave, Caroll‘s 
Wonderland and Looking Glass, Mann‘s Mario and the Magician and the Wachowski‘s Matrix I 
want to illuminate the current debate between the Marxist and post-Marxian developments in the 
field of ideology criticism, while also referring to my research outcomes regarding this topic 
with a special focus to Debord‘s concept of the spectacle and Baudrillard‘s concept of simulacra 
and simulation.  
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